
AUTHOR VISIT GUIDE 

I love kids. That’s why I write for them! And as a former school teacher, I love going into schools and ge<ng 
students excited about wri@ng. I also savor opportuni@es to speak with aspiring authors (of any age!) and 
with educators looking to expand their best prac@ces for wri@ng in the classroom.  

I am excited to offer the following presenta@ons, workshops, and residency programs, but I am also happy to 
speak with you about a custom op@on to meet your community’s unique goals! 

Presenta@ons include… 

FINDING THE STORY THAT SURROUNDS YOU (GRADES 3-8, 1 HOUR) 
In this engaging and interac@ve presenta@on, students will learn about and prac@ce strategies for coming up 
with ideas for stories, using detail to make a scene come to life, and finding inspira@on in the world around 
you.  

WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO BECOME AN AUTHOR ANYWAY? (GRADES 3-8, 30-45 MINS) 
You encourage your students to read as much as possible, but how much do they know about the wri@ng and 
publishing process? How long does it take a book to get wriaen, and where do authors get their ideas? What 
@me do we wake up in the morning? Also, who draws the cover? In this hour-long session, I’ll talk about my 
journey to become a writer and answer all the burning ques@ons students have about being an author! 

CHILDREN’S PUBLISHING 101 (ADULTS, 1 HOUR) 
In this packed-with-informa@on presenta@on, I’ll talk about my own journey to become a children’s author, as 
well as offer a wide-lens on what the publishing process looks like. We’ll cover topics like preparing your 
manuscript, querying, choosing an agent, and the debut experience.  

READERS WHO WRITE: INTEGRATING CREATIVE WRITING INTO YOUR CLASSROOM (ADULTS, 45 MIN) 
With the current educa@onal focus on STEM fields, test-driven learning, and mee@ng common core 
standards, it can be difficult to find @me to grow our students’ passion for crea@ve wri@ng. In this session, 
children’s novelist and former secondary English teacher Ali Standish will discuss ways to integrate crea@ve 
wri@ng into the classroom, build connec@ons between reading and crea@ve wri@ng, and use wri@ng as a tool 
to empower students. 

Workshops/Wri@ng Residencies include… 

INSPIRATION STATION: FIND YOUR STORY! (GRADES 4-7, 1-3 HOURS) 
In this far-reaching and fun workshop, students will learn that wri@ng a story is about finding connec@ons. In 
our first session, we’ll create our own stories from scratch by connec@ng three seemingly random things. In 
our second session, we will get to know our characters and learn what how character and plot work together 



to make a great story. In our last session, we will use sensory detail and figura@ve language to make their 
stories come to life. 

IT’S ALL ABOUT PERSPECTIVE (GRADES 6-9, 1-3 HOURS) 
In this focused workshop, students will turn their own perspec@ves inside out and turn an old story on its 
head, too! In our first session, through a series of short wri@ng exercises, we’ll define perspec@ve and see 
how much perspec@ve shiks our understanding the world around us.  In our second session, we will use a 
sophis@cated picturebook text to discuss what makes different perspec@ves unique, and students will try 
their hand at crea@ng a new perspec@ve. In our last session, we will talk about the power of perspec@ve, and 
students will rewrite an old story from a new perspec@ve. 

WRITING THE HERO’S JOURNEY (GRADES 6-9, 1-3 HOURS) 
In this enlightening workshop, we will learn about the hero’s journey before se<ng off on our own! In our 
first session, we’ll deconstruct what society tells us about heroes, and create our own. In our second session, 
we will take a closer look at the stages of the hero’s journey, and decide on the right journeys for our heroes. 
In our last session together, we’ll talk about the wri@ng process as a hero’s journey, and complete our story 
drak.  

(Note: These sessions were designed as mul@-day programs, but they can also work as one-off workshops 
depending on your group’s needs!) 

Rates 
Assembly (up to one hour, plus signing, NC only):  $400 + travel expenses 
Half Day (two assemblies/classroom workshops & signing, NC only):  $600 + travel expenses 
Full Day (up to four assemblies/classroom workshops, lunch & signing):  $1000 + travel expenses 
Residency (up to 5 classroom workshops a day):  $1000 per day + travel expenses 

Book Orders 
Readers are more engaged with visi@ng authors if they have had a chance to buy or read their books. Your 
local bookstore (I recommend your nearest indie!) will be able to place a bulk order for you, and oken have 
special event discounts. Unsold books can generally be returned to the store, but you should confirm your 
retailer’s policies before placing your order.  

S@ll have ques@ons? Please use the contact form to get in touch. I look forward to working with your 
community of writers!  

Best wishes, 

�  
Ali Standish


